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pose that it had a mouth. It has, however,
and this consists of a funnel-shaped open-
ing at the narrowest part of the body.
About the opening are a number of tiny-
projections which strain out from the sea
water all sorts of plant and animal organ-
isms, too small to be visible to the naked
eye. A short gullet joins the mouth to a
stomach. Digestion is also aided by a liver
and a coiled intestine.

What tiny animals help to build islands?

These builders are minute, jellylike ani-
mals called polyps, which have the power
to secrete a limy substance and build it
around them like a shell. Anchored in the
bed of the sea, millions of polyps working
through countless years have built up
colonies of shell formations which have
finally projected above the sea level. This
shell is known as coral, and is one of the
most beautiful thing's in the ocean. It
takes on lovely, flowerlike forms, and has
many different colors. Polished, reddish-
pink coral is used extensively to make
necklaces, as everyone knows. The coral
structures sometimes form broad barks, or
reefs, along the shores of continents, and
sometimes they form rings in the water.
The latter are called atolls. The Maldive
Islands, in the Indian Ocean, are atolls.
There is a chain of coral reefs along the
coast of Australia which is over 1,200 miles
In length.

Where do pearls come from?

Pearls are made by pearl oysters, especially
by a species found in tropical seas. On the
inside of the oyster shell may be seen a
hard, shiny substance of various colors.
This is called mother-of-pearl, and is the
inner layer of the limy substance which
the oyster secretes to form its shell. Some-
times an object gets into the shell and
irritates the oyster's soft body. The ani-
mal then secretes mother-of-pearl about
the troublesome body and this forms a
pearl.

How do fishes breathe?

Fishes breathe by means of gills, placed
in the sides of the head. There are four
pairs of gills, and they are made up of
numerous tiny projections of skin, sup-
ported "by bony arches. A current of water
is kept constantly flowing over the gills
as the fish alternately opens and shuts its
mouth, and as the water circulates through
them the gills extract oxygen from it. A
fish brought to land has na means of get-
ting oxygen, for the gills cannot extract
It from the air. Therefore It dies of suffo-
cation.

Where do the spots on bird's-eye maple
come from?

Though birds-eye maple when polished is

a beautiful and expensive wood, the small
round spots that are so prized are the
result of injury to the bark. Usually when
the bark is injured the trunk begins to
sprout and soon sends out a number of
weak little twigs. Each of these twigs
becomes the center of a series of wood
rings that give the wood its attractive
markings.

What Sower is used by tailors to raise
nap on cloth?

Slrange to say, no device has ever been
invented which serves the tailor's purpose
quite so well as the flower heads of the
teasel. The flower heads are stiff enough
to raise the nap, but if they meet an ob-
struction they will break off instead of
tearing the material, as a metal device
might do. The flower heads are cut in two
and fastened to a cylinder which revolves
against the cloth, the largest flowers being
used for blankets, and the smallest ones
for broadcloth.

Where does cork come from?

Cork is the outer layer of bark found on
a small evergreen tree that grows in Spain
and Portugal. It is composed of thickened
walls of cells which have lost their living
contents. Cork is cut from the tree in
oblong strips, and if care is taken not $o
bruise the tree new layers form as long
as the plant is in good condition. Haw
cork is covered with a rough, woody layer,
and before the substance is fit to be made
into bottle stoppers, fish-net floats, etc., it
has to be scraped and boiled.

Where do we get rubber?

Rubber is also the product of a tree, though
it does not grow in the form in which we
use it. The rubber tree is a warm-weather
plant, and is found abundantly in the trop-
ics. This tree yields a whitish juice, from
which the rubber is extracted by evapora-
tion of the liquid. The gatherer sticks a
paddle into a pail of the juice and then
holds the paddle over a smoldering fire.
When the water evaporates a thin coating1
of rubber is left on the paddle, and after
this process has been repeated several
times enough rubber accumulates to be cut
off and rolled into a ball. The crude rub-
ber is then sent to factories, where it is
put through various processes and made
ready for the market.

Why does a dog turn around before lying
down?

This habit is supposed to be an inherited
one. In the days when all dogs were wild
they used to trample down the grass to
make a good place to rest in, and though
our domestic dogs do not need to do this,
they go through the same performance
through instinct.